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was also  some  exportation  of manufactured
cloth from Ireland.   .

It is in the records of Edward II.'s reign that
the name of worsted is first distinctly mentioned
as an article of clothing ; but the manufacture
of this class of goods (an adaptation of long
wools to the production of light non-felting
fabrics) must have been of much earlier date in
England. Numerous varieties of worsteds were
at this time in use in England, and most of them,
it is fair to assume, were manufactured in the
country. There were says, or saies, used for the
finer garments ; serges for curtains, hangings,
and coarse articles of dress ; marbres, a worsted
cloth of marble design; bombazines, twilled,
mixed fabrics; tiretaines, of the serge class ;
and camlets, in which camel's hair was origin-
ally used, costly stuffs reserved for people of
rank.

Considering the comparatively small popula-
tion of the period, and the fact that the majority
of the people were more or less engaged in
agriculture, the manufacturing interests must
have been relatively extensive. The pursuit of
wool-growing was distinctly agricultural, and,
as spinning and weaving were domestic occu-
pations, the cultivation of the land, the growing
of wool, and the woollen and worsted manu-
factures could be carried on conjointly. Nearly
all the great landowners took advantage of the j
increasing demand for wool to become sheepj
farmers; for, much as the nobles might loofej
down upon trade, they were always ready to
participate in its profits. When the castles
and the belongings of the Despensers were